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Section 2   
 
Physical Profile of 
James Township 
 
This portion of the Master Plan provides 
an overview of the physical features and 
natural resources that shape James 
Township. 
 

A. Township History 
 
The township of James, or “Jimtown” as 
it is perhaps better known, was one of 
the last townships of Saginaw County to 
be set off and organized. From 1860 to 
1874 it formed a part of Swan Creek 
Township, but on October 22, 1874, an 
application to organize the township 
was granted by the board of 
supervisors.  
 
The resolution of the board of 
supervisors granting the organization of 
this township, directed that the first 
town meeting should be held on the first 
Monday of April, 1875, and Edwin S. 
Dunbar, Jacob Zieroff and Joseph Egerer 
were appointed to preside at the 
meeting.  
 
That the aborigional (Indian) inhabitants 
of the Saginaw Valley favored these 
parts is evident from the remains of 
their villages and camps, which have 
been discovered along the bluffs on the 
west side of the Tittabawassee River. 
The natural advantages for more or less 
settled camp sites along this stream 
were many, while game and fish were in 
great abundance. All pioneer narratives 
of Indian life and customs reveal their 
choice of places for their villages on the 

main waterways, favored by the 
beauties of nature or advantages for 
defense. High ground at the bend of a 
river, overlooking the stream in both 
directions, was always a favorite spot, 
especially for a summer camp. The low 
land bordering a stream, and the deep 
woods which lent protection from 
storms, were favored places for a 
permanent village. A bend in the 
Tittabawassee River in section 32, above 
the Merrill Bridge, was a favorite spot of 
the Indians, and another above the 
village of Paines offered all the 
advantages for a village site, which the 
Indians could wish for. 
 
The township built a toll bridge over the 
Tittabawassee River in 1870, at a cost of 
$4,200. 
 
The first school district was organized 
as district No. 1 of Swan Creek, and a 
schoolhouse was built in section 6. The 
educational facilities have greatly 
improved since that time, and in 1918 
there were three school districts with 
suitable buildings presided over by 
competent teachers. 
 
The one village within the boundaries of 
Jamestown was Paines, situated in 
section 32 at the junction of the railroads 
mentioned above. It was a brick making 
point of some importance, the clay 
deposits of the adjacent lands having 
been worked for many years. Aside 
from the labor employed in this 
industry, there was little to attract 
anyone to the village, and its general 
merchandise business is limited to its 
own needs and that of a small territory 
immediately adjacent to it. The whole 
township lies so close to the city that by 
far the greater portion of the country 
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trade goes to the big stores with 
complete stocks on the West Side. 
 
An enterprising citizen early identified 
with the coal industry was Arthur 
Barnard. Early in the 1900’s, the 
“Jimtown” mine, in James Township, 
the Riverside mine, south of the 
Tittabawassee River, the Chappell & 
Fordney mine, on the Belt Line near 
Gratiot street, and the Barnard mine, on 
South Michigan Avenue, were sunk by 
enterprising operators, and the coal 
business in Saginaw began to assume 
large proportions. 
*Taken from the History of Saginaw 
County by James Cooke Mills – 1918 
 
The James Township area has continued 
to grow and develop over the years, 
including the establishment of various 
businesses.   
 
The Shiawassee State Game Area was 
developed in the 1950’s and early 1960’s 
as part of a combined flood control and 
wildlife habitat project.  James is 
important as a gateway to the Game 
Area and its fishing, hunting, and other 
recreational opportunities. 
 
Also, Swan Creek Road has increased in 
significance as a traffic route to 
Saginaw, Owosso, and Lansing.    
 

B. Regional Setting 
 
James Township is near the center of 
Saginaw County, on the southern and 
western edge of the metropolitan area. 
The region enjoys a relatively mild 
continental climate, which is moderated 
by the Great Lakes.  The average daily 
maximum temperature in July, the 
warmest month, is 82 degrees F, while 
the average daily minimum in January, 
the coldest month, is about 12 degrees F. 
 
The average precipitation in Saginaw 
County is 31.1 inches per year, with 
most of this occurring as rainfall 
between April 1 and September 30.  
Snowfall averages 41.6 inches per year, 
but is subject to wide annual variations.  
The prevailing winds are from the 
southwest and are generally strongest in 
March. 
    
James Township is bounded on the 
north by Thomas Township, Saginaw 
Charter Township, and the City of 
Saginaw.  Swan Creek Township shares 
the western boundary, St. Charles 
Township shares the southern boundary 
while Spaulding Township lies to the 
east.   
 
Center Road provides the main 
highway access route to the Township, 
running north and south through the 
eastern portion of the community.  
County roads provide the other main 
access routes through and within the 
Township.  
 
The City of Saginaw and Saginaw 
Charter Township provide the nearest 
commercial and industrial centers.   
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C. Land Use and Development 
Patterns 

 
Information on existing land use in the 
Township has been derived from the 
Saginaw Area GIS Authority , and from 
aerial photography that is maintained 
by Saginaw County.  
 
The major land uses found in the 
Township are discussed below.  
 
Agricultural land (mostly cropland) 
makes up the largest single category, 
comprising about 63.4% of the 
Township.   
 
State and Federal Game Area (primarily 
wetlands and open water) is the second 
largest category, occupying nearly 16% 
of the total land area.    
 

Wooded land makes up just over 6%.   
 
Urban areas (developed uses, including 
homes and businesses) occupy 6.1% of 
the total area.  In James Township, this 
“urban” category is represented almost 
exclusively by single-family homes.   
 
Taken together, the agricultural, State 
and Federal Game Area, and forested 
categories make up almost 69.5 percent 
of the Township.  This further 
emphasizes the rural character of the 
area.  The distribution of major land 
uses is displayed on the current land use 
map is shown in Figure 2-3. 
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Residential  (2,629 acres or 23%)
Conservation Greenbelt (60 acres or .05%)
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