
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 

March 13, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:27 p.m. by Supervisor Hak. 

 

Board Members attending were Edward Hak, Supervisor; James Gray, Clerk; Joanne 

Boehler, Treasurer; Gary Hakes, Trustee; and Marcia Wieneke, Trustee.     

 

Minutes of the February 13, 2023, Regular Board Meeting were reviewed. Trustee Hakes 

made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Motion was supported by Treasurer 

Boehler.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

Minutes of the February 27, 2023, Budget Workshop Meeting were reviewed. Trustee Hakes 

made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Motion was supported by Trustee 

Wieneke.  All were in favor and the motion carried 

 

The agenda for the meeting was presented. Supervisor Hak made one amendment to the 

agenda regarding the approval of DirectTV contract and Clerk Gray made one amendment 

regarding the adoption of new FOIA guidelines.  Treasurer Boehler made a motion to 

approve the agenda as amended.  The motion was supported by Clerk Gray.  All were in 

favor and the motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Fire Department:  Fire Chief Portner reported there were 15 calls in February – 9 medical 

calls, 1 motor vehicle crash, 1 water rescue and 4 mutual aid calls. There were 10 calls for 

burning permits in February.  All vehicles are currently in full operation. The roof of the fire 

station is in the process of being replaced and dormers added.  Work is expected to be done 

this week. Residents interested in joining the Fire Department can contact any staff officer 

for an application.   

 

Water Department: Mark Jebb reported that there will be a rate hike in early summer, about 

35% overall. Township will have to settle the cost increase by May’s meeting, to be prepared 

for July implementation (which is for June’s water usage). Rate covers cost of water and 

ready to serve. Please note that the water department is not a source of revenue for the 

township; township passes on the costs to residents.   

 

Planning and Zoning: Steve Boehler reported that there was a meeting regarding a special 

use permit for Polaski Hall (where the old Polish Falcons was located), which was approved. 

Still waiting for Health Department license. 

 

Parks Commission: No report 
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Code Enforcement:  Clerk Gray reported that he is waiting to hear from contractor regarding new date for clean-up on 
Stroebel Rd property. 
 
County Commissioner – Commissioner Slodowski reported that there was a town hall meeting for District 5, where they 
were able to go in front of our legislators and tell them what our issues are; brought up a lot of issues that our legislators 
were not aware of.  Also worked to get to committee to keep funding MSU Extension. Some of the county commissioners 
do not want to support the MSU Extension, which provides (at no cost) for 4H, Master Gardening, funding for food 
banks, farming work, services like Commission the on Aging, etc. The county puts up $110, 000 to fund MSU Extension 
and the state will provide $500,000. The general meeting is on March 21st, need to have 6 votes to keep funding. 
Commissioner Slodowski believes that there are enough votes to keep funding; if there are not, Saginaw County will be 
the only county in the state which does not participate. 
 
 
PUBLIC FORUM  
 
Dominic Gioannini had question on information he received on ordinance, regarding maximum parcel coverage. 
Supervisor Hak did not have the information to answer that and invited Mr. Gioannini to come down to the office to 
discuss it.  
 
Jodie Hak wanted to discuss the Saginaw Co. Animal Control on Gratiot and wanted to know why it is in such disarray.  
Ms. Hak stated that staff is rude and unavailable, animals are sickly, and facilities are not well-kept. Commissioner 
Slodowski said when director gives reports at meeting, the reports are not reflective of the true situation. There is a 
meeting Wednesday with the director because the commissioners have received a lot of complaints.  New facilities are 
slated to open end of June, as of now.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
  
Work is complete on generator behind the station and Supervisor Hak is in the process of applying for grant money.  
 
Motion to amend Resolution to Adjust MMWA Special Assessment Rate, Resolution 2023-02-13: Neglected to add 
Line 4, which will read: “The annual assessment for each household will increase from $165.00 to $180.68.”  Treasurer 
Boehler made a motion to amend the resolution with Clerk Gray supporting. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2023 General Appropriations Act, Resolution 2023-03-01 
Clerk Gray made a motion to approve; Treasurer Boehler supported. There was a roll call vote: Treasurer Boehler – yes; 
Clerk Gray – yes; Trustee Hakes – yes; Trustee Wieneke – yes; Supervisor Hak – yes. The resolution was adopted. 
 
2023 Poverty Exemption Policy 
Trustee Hakes made motion to approve; Trustee Wieneke supported. There was a roll call vote: Treasurer Boehler – 
yes; Clerk Gray – yes; Trustee Hakes – yes; Trustee Wieneke – yes; Supervisor Hak – yes.  The policy was adopted. 
 
FOIA Procedures and Guidelines, Resolution 2023-03-13 
Clerk Gray attended a meeting of Saginaw County Clerks Association on March 1st. It was suggested that the township 
update their FOIA guidelines to comply with the state and federal government. A summary was created and will be 
posted on the township website, as well as be available in the township office. Forms are available also. Trustee Hakes 
made a motion to approve policies and guidelines as presented, with Treasurer Boehler supporting.  All were in favor 
and the motion carried. 
 
Motion to extend the contract with Direct TV (previously AT&T) to continue to run trunk line through township for 
another 10 years. Clerk Gray made motion to approve; supported by Trustee Wieneke. All were in favor and the motion 
carried. 
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Anyone desiring a position on one of the commissions please submit a written request to be considered to the Township 
Supervisor. The request can be dropped off at the Township Office during office hours. 
 
 
FINANCIALS 
 
Treasurer Boehler reported that the township collected $2,804,993.35 in taxes as of end of February (not final numbers). 
Of that amount, the fire department gets approximately $115,000; MMWA gets approximately $118,000; operating 
costs are close to $80,000.  Township keeps about $319,000 with the rest divided among county, Delta College, Swan 
Valley, etc. 
 
Supervisor Hak reported that 2023 operating costs are forecasted to be about $643,500. Our tax money generates about 
$70,000 in revenue. Everything else comes from the state, which is not guaranteed and can be taken away. As 
Commissioner Slodowski stated, municipalities are the first to be cut when state budget cuts are to be made. 
 
The financial report was presented.  Treasurer Boehler motioned to pay the bills as presented and Trustee Hakes 
supported the motion.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Wieneke and supported by Treasurer Boehler.  
All were in favor and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.  
 
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
KIMBERLY BELL 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


