TOWNSHIP OF JAMES
COUNTY OF SAGINAW, STATE OF MICHIGAN
TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. _2005-5

JAMES TOWNSHIP WEED ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO SECURE THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND
WELFARE OF THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS, BY THE
CONTROL AND REGULATION OF CERTAIN WEEDS AND GROWTH
IN SUBDIVIDED LANDS AND UPON LANDS ALONG IIMPROVED
STREET AND ROADS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP; AND TO PROVIDE
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF JAMES,
SAGINAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

Section 1. — TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the James Township Weed Ordinance.

Section 2. — DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this ordinance, "weeds" shall include Canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense), dodders (any species of Cuscuta), mustards (charlock, black mustard and Indian
mustard, species of Brassica or Sinapis), wild carrot (Daucus carota), bindweed (Convolvulus
arvensis), perennial sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis), hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana),
ragweed (ambrosia elatior 1.) and poison ivy (rhus toxicodendron), and poison sumac
(toxicodendron vernix).

Section 3. - REGULATIONS

A. It shall be the duty of all owners of land upon which weeds, as defined in this
ordinance, are growing, either:

(1) within platted subdivisions in which buildings have been erected upon 60
percent or more of the lots thereof, or

(2) on parcels of land along improved streets and roads in common usage within
the township, to a depth of 165 feet or the depth of the ownership, whichever
is the lesser, to destroy said weeds before they reach a seed-bearing stage,
and to prevent said weeds from perpetuating themselves and from becoming
a detriment to public health.

B. Nothing in this ordinance shall apply to weeds in fields devoted to growing any
small grain crops such as wheat, oats, barley, or rye.

Section 4. — VIOLATION

A. The township, through its ordinance enforcement officer, shall notify by first
class mail the owner and/or occupant of a parcel that is in violation of this ordinance. If the



ordinance enforcement officer cannot notify the owner or occupant of the parcel, then notice
may be posted in a conspicuous place on the building on the parcel. The owner or occupant
shall be given ten (10) days in which to correct the violation.

B. If the owner or occupant does not correct the violation within the ten (10) day
period, the owner or operated shall be guilty of a municipal civil infraction as provided in
Ordinance No. 2005-2, James Township Municipal Sanctions for Ordinance Violations
Ordinance. Each day that there is a violation of the provisions of this ordinance shall
constitute a separate offense. A violation of this ordinance shall also subject the violator to
such additional sanctions, remedies, and judicial orders as are authorized under Michigan
law, including costs and attorneys fees.

Section 5. — SEVERABILITY

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and should any
provision, sanction or part thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall only affect the particular provision, section or part
thereof involved in such decision and shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of such
ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 6. — REPEAL CLAUSE

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent
necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

Section 7. — EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall take effect on and be in force thirty (30) days after its publications.

VOTE ON SAID ORDINANCE

Adopted:
Yeas: 5
Nays: 0

GERALD M. WIENEKE, Township Supervisor

ROGER L. LICHON, Township Clerk



CERTIFICATION

The above ordinance is a true copy of the ordinance made and passed by the James
Township Board at a regular meeting of said board held on the 13" day of June, 2005.

ROGER L. LICHON, Township Clerk

The above ordinance was published in The Township Times, on the 22™ day of June,
2005.

ROGER L. LICHON, Township Clerk



