
 
 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 

  

November 13, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m. by Supervisor Hak. 

 

Board Members attending were Edward Hak, Supervisor; Joanne Boehler, Treasurer; 

James Gray, Clerk; and Marcia Wieneke, Trustee.    Trustee Hakes not present due 

to illness. 
 

Minutes of the October 9, 2023, Regular Board Meeting were reviewed. Treasurer 

Boehler made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Motion was supported by 

Clerk Gray.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

The agenda for the meeting was presented. Trustee Wieneke made a motion to approve 

the agenda as presented.  The motion was supported by Treasurer Boehler.  All were 

in favor and the motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 

Fire Department:  Chief Portner not present. Dale Hoeppner presented a poster from 

the Fire Department’s visit to Shields Elementary in October.  He stated there were 

about 140 preschoolers and kindergartners.  

 

Planning and Zoning: the committee is meeting with a Spicer Engineering rep to 

complete and assemble James Township zoning ordinance. 

 
Water Department:  Superintendent Jebb stated that there are no issues and fall 
maintenance is complete. 
 
Code Enforcement:  Clerk Gray spoke with the agent selling the house on Weigl Rd, 
got attorney involved and will be another 2 months until closing. Cleanup cannot wait 
another 2 months, so contacting family to get property cleaned up before winter. 
 
Parks Commission: Chairwoman Hancock said they are planning Pictures with Santa 

on Saturday, December 2nd from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m at the James Township Hall. 

Passing out flyers at Shields Elementary. The next meeting will follow Pictures with 

Santa. Two events planned in 2024: Easter Egg Hunt and Pictures with Santa. 
 
County Commissioner:  Commissioner Slodowski updates: ARPA fund ($1 million) 

will go to asbestos cleanup at courthouse; CMU medical corridor on Washington by 

the Dow Event Center has all of funding and will be breaking ground soon; 

commissioners are in the process of hiring a new comptroller – narrowed the 

candidates from 40 to 8. Rep. Matt Bierlein met with Saginaw County fire chiefs to 

discuss how to get more younger fire fighters (incentives, funding, applicable training  
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requirements). Treasurer Boehler asked about the new animal control facility, which houses less animals than 

previous building. There was discussion of problems: understaffing for animal control officers (currently 4), 

poor design of new facility (including surgical suite with no staff to run it and less housing available), high 

call volume from the city (~82 calls/day), which leaves no time for other county calls, and animals that must 

be held pending court dates. Huge problem with no apparent resolution. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No concerns brought forth. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
No unfinished business to discuss 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Supervisor Hak received a letter from the Saginaw Co. Road Commission, stating they are working on a 
potential countywide road millage of 2 mils. James Township would receive about $140,000 for 4 years, if it 
passes.  This would help township get quality road work done or at least help cut down the cost of special 
assessments for proposed road work. 
 
Residents with mortgage and escrow and have LOMA on property with new GIS mapping – some banks are 
putting flood insurance on property whether needed or not.  
 
The James Township Board of Review will be in Public Session at James Township Hall, 6060 Swan Creek 
Rd, Saginaw, MI, 48609 on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. to correct clerical errors or mutual 
mistakes of fact or other specific errors relative to the correct assessment 211.53b; OR poverty exemptions 
unless denied at the March Board of Review for current year 211.7u; OR qualified agricultural property for 
the current year and the immediate preceding year; OR late filing of Homeowner’s Principal Residence 
Exemption not on the tax roll for the (3) previous years; OR taxable uncapping should be revised 211.287a(4). 
The session will conclude when all current assessment decisions are addressed. 
 
Anyone desiring a position on one of the commissions please submit a written request to be considered to the 
Township Supervisor. The request can be dropped off at the Township Office during office hours. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Communication from Consumers Energy was discussed. They are asking for reimbursement for clean energy.  
They also want the commission to determine if their renewable energy plan is prudent, reasonable, and meets 
all requirements. 
 
FINANCIALS 
The financial report was presented, with no discussion or concerns.  Treasurer Boehler motioned to pay the 
bills as presented and Trustee Wieneke supported the motion.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Clerk Gray and supported by Treasurer 
Boehler.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
KIMBERLY BELL 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


