
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING 
JAMES TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
August 29, 2024 
 
Subject:  Request for Special Use 3402 for Parcel A, 7025 Swan Creek, Saginaw, Parcel 16-11-3-12-1001-000 
 

Chairman Boehler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members attending were Steve Boehler, Kathy Reis, Jim Gray, Annie Houlihan, Jodi Hak and Brenda Parent.  

Dale Hoeppner was absent and excused. 

 

Chairman Boehler presented Special Use 2402 request for rezoning to the Planning Commission. He noted that 

all paperwork was in order.   

 

Zoning Administrator Edward Hak introduced  applicant, Max Kantar, and , Realtor, Adam Hansen, and reviewed 

the request for a special use permit.  Mr. Kantar wishes to purchase Parcel A – Haddad 4 unit multiple family 

dwelling. He is requesting that the property be rezoned R2 to create a non-conforming use.  James Township 

wants to bring properties in compliance with uses not less in compliance.  He also noted that zoning decisions are 

not to be considered for economic purposes as the request is primarily to help secure funding for the purchase. It 

is his recommendation that the Planning Commission not approve the request.     

 

Max Kantar noted that the building has been a 4-unit and he wishes to continue it as a rental unit.  His lending 

institution will not approve funding as a commercial property and wishes to have it rezoned to residential.   

 

Jim Gray explained the previous zoning ordinance and changes to it.  Noting changes that have been adopted to 

create a more uniform zoning ordinance, he added that the proposed request, if approved, would create spot 

zoning and is the wrong way for the planning commission to go. 

 

Resident Jeff Kaufman whose property adjoins the parcel stated his concerns.  Nancy Derleth, Attorney and 

daughter of seller Sam Haddad, grew up in the residence and spoke in favor of the special use permit. 

 

Jim Gray presented a motion to approve the special use permit.  The motion was supported by Jodi Hak. 

There was a roll call vote:  Annie Houlihan – NO;  Brenda Parent – YES;  Kathy Reis – NO; Jodi Hak – NO;  Jim 

Gray – NO;  Steve Boehler – NO.   Special Use Permit 2402 was not approved by a 5 to 1 vote. 

 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Jim Gray and supported by Jodi Hak.  All 

were in favor and the meeting was adjourned.  

 

END OF MINUTES 
 
Submitted by:      Approved by:  
 
           
KATHLEEN REIS, SECRETARY   STEVE BOEHLER, CHAIRMAN 
 

Date: 

 

James Township 
6060 Swan Creek Road          Saginaw, MI  48609 
 


