
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 
January 13, 2025 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Mackley. 
 
Members of the Board present included Cara Mackley, Supervisor; Joanne 
Boehler, Treasurer; Kimberly Bell, Clerk; Gary Hakes, Trustee; and Marcia 
Wieneke, Trustee.  
 
Minutes of the December 09, 2024, Regular Board Meeting were reviewed. 
Treasurer Boehler motioned to approve the minutes as presented and Trustee 
Wieneke supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
The agenda for the meeting was presented. Trustee Hakes made a motion to 
approve the agenda as presented and Clerk Bell supported. All were in favor and 
the motion carried. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
Fire Department:  Chief Portner reported the department was dispatched to 17 calls in 
December: 9 medical calls, 1 CO fire call, 1 kitchen fire, 3 mutual aid calls, 2 
P.I.accidents, and 1 water rescue. The department received 27 calls for burn permits 
in December. All vehicles are currently in full operation. The jaws were out for repair 
but all issues have since been resolved. Any residents interested in joining the 
department can contact any staff officer for an application. 
Planning and Zoning: Chairman Boehler was not present. There was no meeting last 
month. Planning commission will meet this month, in January. 
Water Department: Superintendent Jebb stated their upcoming meeting would be on 
January 14, 2025. Nothing more to report. 
Code Enforcement: Jim Gray was not present. 
Parks Commission: Chairwoman Hancock was not present. Supervisor Mackley stated 
that the Parks Commission had their monthly meeting on January 06, 2025. The 
minutes from that meeting were read. Parks Commission received pricing picture 
printers. Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for Saturday April 19, 2025 at 12pm. 
Beautification Day is scheduled for May 16, 2025. 
County Commissioner: Commissioner Slodowski was not present.   
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PUBLIC FORUM 
Jason Orton from David Chapman Agency stated there were no major changes to James Township’s current 
sustained program through the Michigan Township Participating Plan. Inflation will affect the Township Hall 
as expected. Firetrucks are the most expensive to insure. Grants will be available in the spring for up to $5,000 
for anything aimed to reduce risk to James Township property. Chief Portner asked about workman’s 
compensation for volunteer firefighters might they get injured on a call. Jason Orton stated they would receive 
Michigan state median wage for any missed work. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
Employee contracts for inspectors and independent contractors with James Township are unfinished. When 
they are completed, with our attorney’s approval, they will be presented to the Board for approval. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mid-Michigan Waste Authority requires 2 spokespeople for the Township. Trustee Hakes motioned to appoint 
Supervisor Mackley and Trustee Hakes as spokespeople to Mid-Michigan Waste Authority. Clerk Bell 
supported the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried.  
 
SAGA GIS required updated discussion. The routine 5-year update to the Saginaw County map includes 
photographing and documenting areas of Saginaw. James Township’s involvement requires payment of 
$2,200, an increase from previous years’ $1,500. Treasurer Boehler motioned to continue participation in 
SAGA GIS and was supported by Trustee Wieneke. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Clerk Bell appointed a Deputy Clerk, Michaela Bell. She would be sworn in after the conclusion of the Regular 
Township Board Meeting.  
 
Treasurer Boehler motioned to appoint Clerk Bell as co-administrator to the Brighthouse account. Trustee 
Hakes supports the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Boehler motioned to eliminate the tax penalty and interest on tax payments made between February 
15th – February 28th. Clerk Bell supported this motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
The Board of Appeals requires a member of the Township Board. Trustee Hakes motioned to appoint Trustee 
Wieneke, and Treasurer Boehler supported this motion. All were in favor and the motion carried.  
 
FINANCIALS 
The financial report was presented. Treasurer Boehler motioned to pay the bills as presented. Clerk Bell 
supports the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried.  
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Wieneke and was supported by 
Treasurer Boehler. All were in favor and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:51pm. 
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
MICHAELA BELL 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


