
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 

February 10, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Mackley. 

 

Members of the Board present included Cara Mackley, Supervisor; Joanne 

Boehler, Treasurer; Kimberly Bell, Clerk; Gary Hakes, Trustee; and Marcia 

Wieneke, Trustee.  

 

Minutes of the January 13, 2025, Regular Board Meeting were reviewed. 

Treasurer Boehler motioned to approve the minutes as presented and Clerk Bell 

supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

The agenda for the meeting was presented. Trustee Hakes made a motion to 

approve the agenda as presented and Clerk Bell supported. All were in favor and 

the motion carried. 
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Fire Department: Chief Portner stated that the Fire Department was dispatched to 19 

calls in January; 9 medical calls, 1 gas order call, 1 lost child, 6 mutual aid calls, 1 

motor vehicle accident and 1 structure fire. Run volume for the year 2025 to date, 25 

calls. The department received 17 calls for burning permits in January. The Fire 

Department siren is down for repair at Hamilton Electric. Upon its replacement the 

Fire Department will continue with the current schedule: The siren will not be used 

between the hours of 10p.m. to 7a.m. Residents interested in joining the department 

can contact any staff officer for an application.  

Planning and Zoning: Chairman Boehler has stepped down. A new chairman will be 

decided at the Planning and Zoning Board Meeting on March 3, 2025 at 7:00p.m. 
Water Department: Superintendent Jebb stated their upcoming meeting was 
cancelled. Everything is going well, and there was nothing more to report. 
Code Enforcement: Jim Gray planned to issue a violation ticket on February 11, 
2025. Jim Gray stated he would be starting on two others delayed since the Township 
hired new attorneys. 
Parks Commission: Chairwoman Hancock was not present.  

County Commissioner: Commissioner Slodowski was not present.   

                                                                                                                                                           
PUBLIC FORUM 
State Representative of Michigan’s 93rd district, Tim Kelly, was present. State 
Representative Kelly stated that this is his second tour of legislature, as he was 
previously a member of the Michigan House of Representatives from the old 94th 
district. Representative Kelly stated that state officials have received their committee  
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assignments. He will be working on the following committees: school aid, human services budget, state 
police, and general government. The state budget was presented last week. There is currently discussion 
about the road funding plan presented by Governor Whitmer, as the State GOP offers an alternative. The 
GOP has resumed majority within the Michigan State House of Representatives after two years of 
Democratic trifectas. GOP members hope this will allow them greater influence on policy going into the next 
term. State Representative Tim Kelly’s office is up and running. James Township residents should feel free 
to contact his office at (517) 373-1778.  
 
Trustee Hakes inquired as to what positions would be included in the next election. Representative Kelly 
stated all state positions will be up for election or reelection in 2026. Treasurer Boehler inquired about the 
House GOP newsletter. Representative Kelly stated it will be available this week for Michigan State GOP 
House news and can be found on their website. Clerk Bell inquired about any updates from the State GOP on 
Michigan’s Earned Sick Time Act (ESTA) which will be reinstated on February 21, 2025, effectively 
replacing Michigan’s Paid Medical Leave Act (PMLA) that went into effect in 2019. Representative Kelly 
stated, that despite concerns had by small businesses and the Michigan State GOP, Michigan State 
Democrats will be following through with this legislation. Representative Kelly stated that Governor 
Whitmer has yet to call for a special election regarding the vacated 35th District State Senate seat left by 
U.S. Rep. Kristen McDonald Rivet. This leaves 270,000 residents in Bay, Midland, and Saginaw Counties 
unrepresented in the State Senate.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

There was no unfinished business. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
A seat opened on the Planning and Zoning Board as well as the position of Zoning Administrator. Scott Hash 
and April Key were present at the Regular Board Meeting and searched to fill these roles. Scott Hash has 
been a James Township resident since 2021 and has worked for Schark Heating & Cooling for 17 years. 
April Key has been a James Township resident for 30 years, and currently works in human resources for the 
City of Saginaw. 
 
Supervisor Mackley presented Scott Hash to the board. Treasurer Boehlor made a motion to appoint Scott 
Hash as Zoning Administrator. Trustee Marcia Wieneke supported. All were in favor and the motion 
carried.  
 
Supervisor Mackley presented April Key to the board. Trustee Wieneke motioned to accept April Key into 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. Treasurer Boehlor supported. All were in favor and the motion 
carried. 
 
Budget workshop will be held February 26, 2025 at 9:30a.m. Budget public hearing will be held March 10, 
2025 at 7:00p.m. prior to the regular monthly Board Meeting. The Board of Review will meet March 10, 
2025 from 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. and from 1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. They will also meet March 12, 2025 from 
1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. and from 6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. 
 
A resignation was received from the Board of Review. Anyone looking to fill this position would become an 
alternate at this time. Anyone desiring a position on one of the commissions please submit a written request 
with proper contact information to be considered to the Township Supervisor. The request can be dropped 
off at the Township Office during office hours. 
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Clerk Bell finalized a draft for a Township employee contract to be looked at by the James Township Board. 
It will then be sent to the Township’s attorneys, and voted on at an upcoming Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 
FINANCIALS 
Treasurer Boehlor motioned to pay the bills as presented and Gary Hakes supported. All were in favor and 
the motion carried.  
 
Treasurer Boehlor and Supervisor Mackley met with the Road Commission to discuss annual projects. The 
Road Commission will come back with information on what roads are in most need of reconstruction, and 
what ones James Township can afford to fix.  
 
Trustee Wieneke motioned to adjourn the meeting and Clerk Bell supported. All were in favor and the 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm. 
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
MICHAELA BELL 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


