
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 

March 10, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Supervisor Mackley.  

 

Members of the Board present included Cara Mackley, Supervisor; Joanne Boehler, 

Treasurer; Kimberly Bell, Clerk; Gary Hakes, Trustee; and Marcia Wieneke, Trustee.  

 

Minutes of the February 10, 2025 Regular Board Meeting were reviewed. Trustee 

Hakes motioned to approve the minutes as presented and Trustee Wieneke 

supported. All were in favor and the motion carried.  

 

Minutes of the February 26, 2025 Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes were 

reviewed. Trustee Hakes motioned to approve the minutes as presented and Trustee 

Wieneke supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

The agenda for the Regular Board Meeting was presented. Clerk Bell made one 

amendment, a resolution to confirm Treasurer Boehler’s appointment to the 

Michigan Township Participation Plan. Supervisor Mackley made one amendment, 

to appoint one new Board of Review member to fill a vacancy. Clerk Bell made a 

motion to approve the agenda as amended and Treasurer Boehler supported. All were 

in favor and the motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Fire Department: Chief Portner stated the Fire Department was dispatched to 14 calls 

in February: 10 medical calls, 2 mutual aid calls, 1 ice rescue, and 1 controlled burn. 

The department received 4 calls for burning permits in February. All vehicles are in 

full operation. Residents interested in joining the department can contact any staff 

officer for an application. There is not a burn ban in place currently, but Chief Portner 

said to use common sense concerning controlled burns to reduce any unexpected 

damage caused by increased wind at this time. 

Planning and Zoning: Dale Hoeppner stated they met on March 3, 2025. They elected 

officers including Dale Hoeppner, Chairman; Annie Houlihan, Vice Chairman; Kim 

Bell, Secretary. Next meeting will be April 7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
Water Department: Superintendent Jebb was not present. Clerk Bell stated that the 
Ready to Serve rate would be increased to $45.00, and the usage rates will be increased 
to $5.90 per 1,000 gallons due to increased costs by Saginaw County. Proposed water 
rates effective the start of James Township’s 2025-2026 fiscal year, April 1, 2025. 
Code Enforcement: Jim Gray stated that 1 municipal civil violation was issued to a 
property owner on Jarabec Road, and they will be working to get property into 
compliance. 2 new complaints were received from Trinklein Road and Stroebel Road. 
Letters will be sent out on March 11, 2025. Jim Gray stated he has contacted the owner  
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of a property on Stroebel Road concerning the condition of an abandoned home and a junk vehicle parked 
there. The owner will have the car moved, but wishes to sell the property in the spring. The condition of the 
home has brought up some safety concerns by township residents, but the owner has not proposed remediation 
on the building. Jim Gray stated he has contacted the Township attorney about the business operation on Dutch 
Road, and a meeting will be facilitated to move forward on getting the property into compliance. 
Parks Commission: Commissioner Handcock stated their last meeting was on March 3, 2025. The Easter Egg 

Hunt is scheduled for Saturday April 19, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. Commissioner Handcock stated Parks 

Commission’s next meeting is scheduled for April 7, 2025 at 6:15 p.m. 

County Commissioner: Commissioner Slodowski stated the new Animal Control Surgery Center will open for 

business on April 30, 2025. A new taxiway will be put in at the H.W. Browne Airport in compliance with new 

FAA standards. Commissioner Slodowski then discussed the Saginaw Medical Diamond Project that has been 

in the works for the past few years. It will be made up of a Medical Education Building, Professional Education 

Building, Behavioral and Public Health Space, Office Building for Medical Offices, Financial Service 

Building, 90-Guest Room Hotel with Restaurant, Conference, and Retail Space, Riverfront Recreation 

including a Park, Kayak Launch, and Fishing and Boating access. All of this will be around the proposed CMU 

Medical School which will be the first part of the project constructed. Saginaw has hired the world-renowned 

Studio Gang architectural firm and their partner Scape Landscape Architecture. They have completed the cite 

plan, and preliminary infrastructure will begin construction in 2025. Partial funding has been secured from 

federal and state appropriations as well as ARPA funds from Saginaw City and County. The rest will be made 

from CMU College of Medicine private fundraising. More information on the project can be found at 

www.themedicaldiamond.com. This project will act as a medical hub for the region, creating job opportunities, 

stimulating the local economy, and providing accessible and diverse medical care to Saginaw County residents 

and surrounding communities. 

                                                                                                                                                           
PUBLIC FORUM 
Alan Stroebel brought up, in relation to proposed work on Stroebel Road, to look into fixing the railroad 
crossing. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
The Board of Review met March 10, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and again at 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Their last day to meet will be March 12, 2025 at 1:00p.m. – 4:00p.m. and again at 6:00p.m. – 9:00p.m. at the 
James Township Hall (6060 Swan Creek, Saginaw, MI  48609).  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Treasurer Boehler motioned to approve the Budget Amendments for the 2024-2025 fiscal year. Trustee 
Wieneke supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried. 
 
Due to lacking a completed 2025 General Appropriations Act Resolution, a special meeting will be held to 
approve the budget before the James Township’s 2025-2026 fiscal year begins on April 1, 2025. 
 
2025 Poverty Exemption Policy 
Supervisor Mackley brought the policy to the Board for approval, upgraded to fit this year’s requirements. 
Clerk Bell motioned to approve the 2025 Poverty Exemption Policy, and Treasurer Boehler supported. All 
were in favor, and the motion carried. 
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Due to vacancy issues at the beginning of this year, Jodi Hak has been moved onto the Board of Review 
from her previous role as an alternate.  
 
Saginaw County Road Commission proposed 3 potential projects on James Township roads. The projects 
include repaving and adding drains on Jarabec Road, repaving Streiter Drive, and adding a chip and seal with 
chip lock on Stroebel Road. Jarabec Road and Stroebel Road should be completed within the year, but 
Streiter Drive will be on the books for 2027. Trustee Wieneke motioned to approve these 3 projects, and 
Clerk Bell supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Supervisor Mackley presented Dave Johnson, Township Assessor’s, 2025-2026 contract to the Board. His 
prices have increased from $14,544 to $16,560. Treasurer Boehler motioned to approve his contract. Trustee 
Wieneke supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
The resolution to confirm the appointment of Treasurer Boehler to Michigan Township Participation Plan 
Board was presented. Treasurer Boehler has been representative of zone 6, encompassing 6 counties in mid-
Michigan, and would serve another 3 years on the Board of Directors. Clerk Bell motioned to confirm the 
appointment of Treasurer Boehler to the Michigan Township Participation Plan Board, and Trustee Wieneke 
supported. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Anyone desiring a position on one of the commissions please submit a written request with proper contact 
information to be considered to the Township Supervisor. The request can be dropped off at the Township 
Office during office hours. 
 
 
FINANCIALS 
Trustee Wieneke motioned to pay the bills as presented and Treasurer Boehler supported. All were in favor, 
and the motion carried. 
 
Trustee Hakes motioned to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting and Treasurer Boehler supported. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
 
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
MICHAELA BELL 
RECORDING SECRETARY 


