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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
May 12, 2025
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Mackley.

Members of the Board present included Cara Mackley, Supervisor; Joanne Boehler,
Treasurer; Kimberly Bell, Clerk; Gary Hakes, Trustee; and Marcia Wieneke, Trustee.

Minutes of the April 14, 2025, Regular Board Meeting were presented to the Board
for approval. Trustee Wieneke motioned to approve the minutes as presented, and
Treasurer Boehler supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried.

The agenda for the May 12, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board
for approval. Clerk Bell motioned to approve the agenda as presented, and Trustee
Hakes supported. All were in favor, and the motion carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

Fire Department: Chief Portner stated the Fire Department was dispatched to 23 calls
in April; 14 medical calls, 5 mutual aid calls, 1 wire down, 2 brush fires, and 1 PI
accident, volume for the year 2025 so far, 90 calls. The department received 42 calls
for burning permits in April. All vehicles are currently in full operation. Jacob Unger
and Conner Boehler have completed their fire training and are now certified
firefighters. Residents interested in joining the department can contact any staff
member for an application.

Planning and Zoning: The Planning Commission met last week. The Township’s
attorney recommended updating the current James Township Zoning Ordinance that
has been in place since 2008. They plan to cover a chapter each meeting and complete
the updated ordinance by the end of the year. Their goal will be to allow Township
residents to use their property in a way that best suits them, while maintaining
consistency in verbiage. They must run the completed zoning ordinance by the
attorney, after which a public hearing will be held for public comment and adoption
by the James Township Board.

Water Department: Superintendent Jebb stated that everything is going well. The
Water Department is currently doing byproduct disinfection testing with no issues.
They are also changing water boxes on Jarabec Road. Focus on Jarabec comes in
tandem with other work by the Saginaw County Road Commission on the roads and
ditches.

Code Enforcement: 6 letters have been sent out for blight, vehicles, or other. 3 are in
progress and 1 ticket was issued. 14 inspections have been completed.

Parks Commission: Chairwoman Hancock stated that the Easter Egg Hunt went well.
Around 50 children participated. She also informed the Board that Swan Valley High
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School seniors will not be doing any projects at the Township Hall for Beautification Day this year. Parks
Commission’s next meeting will be June 30, 2025, at 6:15 p.m.
County Commissioner: Commissioner Slodowski was not present.

PUBLIC FORUM
A public forum was held for James Township residents to address the Board, but no member of the public
chose to speak.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
No unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS
For the Fire Department Storage Building, an RFP is being prepared to mail to contractors, for which they will
reply with sealed bids.

Anyone who desires a position on one of the commissions, please submit a written request with proper contact
information to be considered to the Township Supervisor. The request can be dropped off at the Township
Office during office hours.

FINANCIALS
The financial report and check register were presented. Trustee Wieneke made a motion to pay the bills, and
Trustee Hakes supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried.

There being no further business, Trustee Hakes motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Clerk Bell supported.
All were in favor, and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m.

END OF MINUTES

MICHAELA BELL
RECORDING SECRETARY



