
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

 

 

January 12, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Mackley. 

 

Members of the Board present included Cara Mackley, Supervisor; Joanne Boehler, 

Treasurer; Kimberly Bell, Clerk; and Marcia Wieneke, Trustee.  

 

A moment of silence was observed for the passing of Trustee Gary Hakes. 

 

Minutes of the December 8,  2025, Regular Board Meeting were presented to the Board 

for approval. Treasurer Boehler motioned to approve the minutes as presented, and 

Trustee Wieneke supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

The agenda for the January 12, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the 

Board. Clerk Bell made the motion to approve the agenda as presented and Treasurer 

Boehler supported.  All were in favor, and the motion carried. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Fire Department: Chief Portner stated the Fire Department was dispatched to 17 calls 

in December: 11 medical calls, 2 mutual aid calls, 1 MVA call, 2 CO alarm calls, and 

1 wire down call. Run volume for the year 2025: 254 calls. This represents a 76-run 

increase from 2024 (41% increase). The department received 7 calls for burning 

permits in November. All vehicles are in full operation. Residents interested in joining 

the department can contact any staff officer for an application. 
Water Department: Superintendent Jebb stated that everything is going well.  
Planning and Zoning: Dale Hoeppner stated that the Planning Commission completed  
on Chapter 5 revisions and started Chapter 6 of the Zoning Ordinance. Zoning 
Administrator Hash was not present. Next meeting will be Monday, December 2, 2026 
at 6:00 pm. 
Code Enforcement: Code Enforcement Officer Hawes was not present. 
Parks Commission: Chairwoman Hancock stated next meeting will be Monday, 
February 2, 2026 at 6:15 p.m. 
County Commissioner: Commissioner Sladowski was not present. 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

• Alan Stroebel stated for the record that the Tittabawassee River has been 
low and no flooding issues since the dams broke in 2020. Concerned the 
flooding will return once the dam reconstructions are complete. 

• Trustee Wieneke stated, when turning off Weigl Rd onto Stroebel Rd, it is 
hard to see due to overgrowth. Supervisor Mackley will reach out to the 
Saginaw County Rail Trail and Saginaw County Road Commission. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

• 2025 aerial imagery is complete and Saginaw GIS is updated. Anyone can access at www.sagagis.org 

• Austin & Associates presented a proposal and agreement for the James Township Fire Department 
building, including bidding assistance (1), architect visits to job site for observation and supervision 
(2), and architect to act as construction manager (3). The fee for (1) and (2) is $2500 and for (3) is 
$2000.  After discussion, Supervisor Mackley asked for a motion for items (1) and (2). Trustee 
Wieneke made a motion to pay Austin & Associates $2500 and Treasurer Boehler supported. All were 
in favor and the motion carried. The Board will revisit item (3) of the proposal once the project is 
started.                                                                                                                                       

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• With the passing of Gary Hakes on January 8, 2026, the Board has 45 days to appoint an acting Trustee. 
Anyone resident who is eligible may turn in a letter of intent to Supervisor Mackley and the Board will 
decide at the Regular Meeting on February 9, 2026. 

• David Rowe submitted his resignation from all township positions, including Board of Review, on 
December 30, 2025. Supervisor Mackley presented a letter of intent for Board of Review from longtime 
resident Bonnie Clark and recommended her placement on Board of Review. Treasurer Boehler made 
a motion to accept Bonnie Clark to Board of Review and Trustee Wieneke supported. All were in favor 
and the motion carried. 

• Kyle McCree from Consumers Energy came to discuss and answer questions regarding the renewal of 
the Township’s 30-year Electric Contract under Resolution 26-1-1. Treasurer Boehler made a motion 
to accept the resolution and Trustee Wieneke supported. A roll call vote was made: Treasurer Boehler 
– yes; Trustee Wieneke- yes; Supervisor Mackley – yes; Clerk Bell – yes. The Resolution will be 
published within 30 days. 

• Supervisor Mackley shared updates from Saginaw County Road Commission. Our township allocation 
is approximately $28,000 added to our county millage money estimated revenue is $187,942.95. 
Looking to use the funds towards Strieter Drive. Estimate and decision at upcoming meeting. 

• Discussion about our upcoming insurance renewal (current policy ends 1/31/2026) from the David 
Chapman Agency, increased $4000 from last year. Treasurer Boehler made a motion to accept the 
insurance policy, coverage starting 2/1/2026, and Clerk Bell supported. All were in favor and the 
motion carried. 

 
 
FINANCIALS 
The financial report was presented. Trustee Wieneke motioned to pay the bills as presented. Clerk Bell 
supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried. 
 
There being no further business or discussion, Clerk Bell motioned to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Wieneke 
supported the motion. All were in favor, and the motion carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
END OF MINUTES 
 
KIMBERLY BELL 
CLERK 

http://www.sagagis.org/

